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Ian Kaplan "Education for girls and women in Afghanistan under the Taliban – 

glimmers of hope in the darkness" 

More than two years into the Taliban re-exerting control over Afghanistan, the prospects for 

girl’s and women’s education in the country are increasingly grim: Secondary and tertiary 

education for females have been largely closed. Despite vague assurances that the ban is not 

permanent, there is no clear indication as to if, when, or how such education provision would 

reopen. Nevertheless, many communities across the country (and many Taliban themselves) 

are strongly in favour of female secondary and tertiary education and a few, limited, 

opportunities for Afghan girls and women still exist. My presentation looks at some of these 

opportunities and practices with focus on a network of ‘underground’ schools and a public 

school which continues to educate girls from ages 13-20. I will discuss the factors that enable 

such education practices to exist despite the extremely restrictive cultural and political context 

as well as what this means for some of Afghanistan’s female students and teachers. I will 

reference my research, which I have done through my work with an NGO – Norwegian 

Afghanistan Committee – which supports such initiatives. 

Ian Kaplan has over 28 years of experience as a teacher, facilitator, university lecturer, 

researcher and education resource developer. His focus is on inclusion in education for those 

most marginalized, and he has worked on education with communities, NGOs, multilaterals 

and government ministries of education in Africa, the Balkans, Europe, the Middle East, 

South- and Southeast Asia. Ian has also been working to support governments in Afghanistan 

and Armenia in anti-corruption efforts. Ian currently works with the Norwegian Afghanistan 

Committee (NAC) as an education and research specialist and is also a director of the 

Enabling Education Network (EENET) – a global inclusion in education network of 

practitioners and researchers. 

https://lise-cnrs.cnam.fr/seminaires-et-ateliers/le-seminaire-ephemere-612676.kjsp?RH=1322502235133
https://lise-cnrs.cnam.fr/le-laboratoire/les-membres-du-lise/ian-kaplan-1451825.kjsp?RH=1322502235133
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Clément Bayetti "Jugaad Psychiatry: The making of Indian Psychiatrists" 

Over the past decade, the issue of the treatment gap and the shortage of available mental 

health professionals has become a significant public health concern in the Global South. In the 

case of India, this problem has been further complicated by a growing body of evidence that 

highlights a cultural divide between the practices of largely urban-based mental health 

professionals and the perception of suffering held by most of the Indian population. Yet, until 

recently very little was known about the training of Indian psychiatrists and the cultural 

construction of their professional identities, inclusive of how they practice, knowledge, and 

values are acquired, contested, resisted, sustained, and operationalized through their training 

and praxis. This talk will seek to address some of these questions by unpacking the results of 

12-month of ethnographic work in a training institution located in a government psychiatric 

hospital in New Delhi, India. Through observation, interviews and focus group discussion, 

this presentation will show how Indian psychiatrists’ professional identities and practices are 

informed by more than their official curriculum and reflect the influence of other aspect of 

their identities, as well as that of several broader social changes and social actors, inclusive of 

the interest of the pharmaceutical industry. In doing so, it will reveal how the training of 

Indian psychiatrist ultimately results in a professional identity and praxis that embody a form 

of ‘Jugaad’ psychiatry characterized by the need to locally and culturally adapt a biomedical, 

evidence-based, approach to psychiatry to render it operationalizable in this context. 

Clément Bayetti is a public health practitioner, medical anthropologist, and psychologist 

whose work and research interests span interdisciplinary approaches to exploring the 

intersection of system change approaches, community mental health program implementation 

and evaluation, and people- centered approaches to care. His research and teaching activities 

currently focus on several areas, including: the development of culturally and community-

grounded definitions of mental health recovery and mental illness; medical socialization and 

the training of mental health professionals; and organizational change, social innovation and 

impact in third-sector organizations delivering community mental health services in the USA 

and India. Over the last decade, he has taught social workers, medical residents, and public 

health professionals on a range of topics associated with, public mental health, community 

mental health and program implementation and evaluation. In addition to his academic 

activities, he has worked internationally for almost two decades with third- sector 

organizations supporting people with psycho-social disabilities and communities to address 

system-wide behavioral health issues. He has collaborated with local and national 

organizations in the UK, India and the US to develop and implement mental health policy and 

services that are impact driven. 
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